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Monday, March 24, 2008

Marissa Jaret Winokur didn’t have to be swayed into being on ‘Dancing with the Stars’
“I keep hearing these stories of how people turned it down a few times,” Winokur, right, said at the William S. Paley Television Festival
on Friday, “1 banged on their doors, ‘Please let me do this show. Please! Pleasel Please!” It’s lived up to all my expectations.” meTro
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“We're talking suicidal
thoughts here; we're not
talking I’'m a little bit
miserable.”

J.K. Rowling, left, revealing to Britain’s
(| Sunday Times that she once considered
l‘ suicide during a rough period as a
struggling single mother, miro

Illustrious career
of a multitasker

From Pacino to Manilow, Alicia Witt keeps good company

AMBER RAY
amberray@metro.us

inverview. David Lynch
protégé and piano virtuoso
at the age of seven — either
accomplishment would
more than surpass most
people’s dreams. But for
Alicia Witt, they're both
just items on her increas-
ingly impressive resume.
With this season’s guest
star arc on “law & Order:
Criminal Intent” and a co
starring credit alongside Al
Pacino in the April release
“88 Minutes,” the 32-year-
old has now switched over
to songwriting mode —
tonight, she's playing a
benefit show for Ten O'Clock
Classics, an organization
that raises money to pro-
vide free music lessons to
Kids — at least until the
next too-perfect-to-pass-up
film role comes along.

You most recently played a

Box office
loves ‘Who’

news. Audiences are still
listening to Horton and his
Who pals. “Dr. Seuss” Hor-
ton Hears a Who,” 20th
Century Fox’s animated
adaptation of the beloved
children’s book, remained
the top movie for a second
straight weekend with
$25.1 million, according to
studio estimates yesterday.
Featuring the voices of
Jim Carrey and Steve Carell,
the movie raised its 10-day
total to $85.5 million.
“Horton" fended off a
rush of new movies open-
ing over Easter weekend.
Lionsgate’s “Iyler Perry's
Meet the Browns™ opened in
second place with $20 mil-
lion. “Shutter™ opened at
No. 3 with $10.7 million.
Just behind it at No. 4 was
Owen Wilson's comedy
“Drillbit Taylor,” which
pulled in $10.2 million.  as

feisty, quirky detective on
“Law & Order: Criminal
Intent." Are people surprised
by the fact that you're also
very musically inclined?

I've actually played music
in some of my other roles,
so 1 guess if they've only
seen [“L&O"|, they might
be surprised. Music 15 just
something that’s always
been such a big part of my
life. When | was doing
“Law & Order,” 1 was writ-
ing songs in my dressing
room between takes.

Are you just focusing on
music right now?

1 am focusing on music in a
way I've never done before,
but it doesn’t have to be to
the exclusion of acting. I've
always been picky about
what roles | take, but cer-
tainly if I read something
and | don't think it's very
good, I'm even less likely
now to pursue it. I'd rather
focus on my music.

Do acting and playing music

fulfill different creative
needs for you?

They're completely differ-
ent. They're similar in the
sense that they're both try-
ing to evoke a certain feel-
ing and they're ways to
express yourself, but the
music is so much more
personal. I'm a classically
trained pianist: when [ was
little, 1 used to play in com-
petitions, That was defi-
nitely a performance kind
of thing, but it wasn't my
own music. Now, it's very,
very different. It means so
much to me to be able to

play my own songs and get

people’s reactions to them
because they're really me.
It's not some character or
somebody else’s work —
it’s totally me.

Are your songs influenced by
the classical music you grew
up playing?

It's hard to describe, I al-
ways prefer to have people
listen to them and give
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"Thonks lol making it possible to see shows
at a reasonable and affordable price!”

“The discounts offered. . have made & possible for me to
see shows | probably wouldnt have seen otherwise”

PH24TMC epva

ANIA wpam

e

IS say

A

their own opinions. They're
up on MySpace |www.my-
space.com/aliciawittmusic],
and I am definitely going to
do an album. Some of the
artists 1 really admire are
Fiona Apple, Joni Mitchell,
Billy Joel, Rufus Wain-
wright and | think
there’s a little bit of Barry
Manilow thrown in there
for good measure. 1 love
Barry Manilow.

Ten O'Clock Classics
Benefit

Tonight, 8, The Cutting Room,
19 West 24th St.

witt

For Reservation Call

Mdkcup

. for You

\ 3-hour Makeup &
Skincare Clinic

Saturday, June 21, 2008
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Cost: $150 per person
Includes skincare,
makeup & tools.

718-557-3417

(Limited to 40 persons)

Brooklyn Marriott
333 Adams Street
Brooklyn NY, 11201

You...Only Better!
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